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Sparks Stadium
opens after
renovations 

 Junior high
 program unites

 students

2009 bond 
and capital 

levy projects 85 6-7

Students make record gains in core academic subjects

continued on page 4

Northwood Elementary students (from left) Desmond Stevenson and 
Ethan Sylvia use plastic disks to help them learn math.

continued on page 6

Woodland Elementary Principal Eric Molver visits with students 
waiting for the bus. Because of overcrowding, students are dismissed 
on a staggered release at the end of the day. The 2009 school bond 
proposes a new elementary school on the southwest end of the district 
to prepare for more projected growth. More information about the 
proposed bond and capital levy projects is on pages 6 and 7. 

March 10, 2009 election

Students across the district scored better 
than the state average in nearly every 
grade level, and in some cases set record 
highs in core academic subjects, on the 
2008 Washington Assessment of Student 
Learning (WASL).

In writing, for example, 95.4 percent of 
the district’s tenth graders met or ex-
ceeded state standards. This is the second 
highest writing score among the 20 largest 
districts in the state, as well as the highest 
score ever at this grade level in Puyallup.

The gains refl ect the district’s continued 
efforts to raise student achievement, said 
Bob Silverman, executive director of as-
sessment and accountability.

“We are getting closer and closer to all 
students meeting standard,” he said. 

All 33 schools in the district, the ninth 
largest in Washington, are looking closely 
at the scores this fall and planning how to 
build on successes and develop strategies 
to help students who are struggling.

In a recent report to the school board, Sil-
verman highlighted achievements in the 
four core academic subjects tested: read-
ing, math, writing, and science. He also 
updated the board on the classes of 2008 
and 2009 and their progress toward meet-
ing WASL reading and writing graduation 
requirements.

Some of this year’s WASL highlights 
include:

Reading

Six elementary schools — Fruitland, 
Hunt, Northwood, Mt. View, Stewart, and 
Edgerton — had more than 90 percent 

of its students in at least one grade level 
meet the WASL reading standard.

“That’s pretty remarkable when you 
consider the state average in each of these 
levels is about 20 points less,” Silverman 
said.

Puyallup also scored better than the state 

average in all grade levels in reading and 
had the highest ever district average read-
ing scores in grades three and eight.

Kalles Junior High, for example, had the 
highest percent of eighth graders who 
met the state standard in reading — 75.2 
percent — from among the district’s six 
junior high schools. The students’ reading 
scores also were well above the state and 
district averages.

Principal Mario Casello said staff has been 
focusing on student work, WASL scores, 
and other assessments to help hone in on 
areas in reading where students need extra 
help.

“You can’t be successful in school or 
in life if you can’t read,” Casello said. 
“Every academic subject across the board 
depends on it.”

Kalles Junior High librarian Krista Scioli 
works closely with classroom teachers and 
students to promote reading skills and help 
students with reports and other classroom 
assignments.

Scioli also offers frequent library pro-
motions, such as literary contests and 
other activities, to encourage students to 
frequent the library, get exposed to new 

At Woodland Elementary, students in 
the English Language Learners (ELL) 
program learn reading and math skills in 
the electrical room. A curtain hangs from 
the ceiling separating the classroom from 
mechanical and computer equipment.

Down the hall, music teacher Janice 
Martinelli holds class on the school’s 
main stage, with only a temporary wall 
between her area and the gym on the 
other side.

“When you have 32 sixth graders in 
this space, it is cramped,” she said. “It’s 
impossible to do movement activities like 
dances because there’s not enough room.”

The school, located in the district’s rap-
idly growing South Hill area, has faced 
numerous challenges because of constant 
population growth. As more and more 

students attend these schools, the ability 
to teach students in appropriate classroom 
settings diminishes.

“In our main building, we are at capacity 
in terms of classroom space,” Woodland 
Elementary Principal Eric Molver said. 
“We use a portable classroom for band, 
PTA, and small group sixth-grade instruc-
tion.”

A number of elementary schools are 
located throughout South Hill, but the 
district expects more classroom space will 
be needed. Several schools in the area are 
already at or beyond capacity, and projec-
tions for the region indicate approximately 
323 additional students — nearly half of 
an entire elementary school — could at-
tend South Hill elementary schools within 
eight years. Overall, enrollment in the 

School bond proposal includes
new 750-student elementary school
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the judge’s decision. The judge’s inten-
tion was to deny the prisoner’s request, 
but the court reporter inadvertently 
misplaced the comma. The verdict is 
shown below, but re-read it by moving 
the comma to the right side of the word 
“impossible” to see the importance of 
this small punctuation mark.

“Leniency for this prisoner, impossible to 
be sent to Siberia.”

When the bailiff read the judge’s deci-
sion as written above, the prisoner left 
the court in freedom rather than face the 
dismal future that was intended.
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Board Member’s Message
Literacy is key to a successful education

As a former high school English teacher 
at Clover Park and Lakes high schools, re-
spectively, I am passionately aware of the 
importance of building essential literacy 
skills in children at an early age.

Developing literate adults requires indi-
viduals at a young age to learn to read, 
comprehend what has been read, write with 
clarity and accuracy, and develop acute lis-
tening and speaking skills — all in an effort 
to become  responsible, civil, educated, and 
contributing members of society.

My experience working with ethnic mi-
nority and Caucasian children of diverse 
socioeconomic backgrounds has allowed 
me to closely observe the signifi cant and 
differing effects of parental infl uence, 
support, and modeling on a child’s school 
readiness in grades kindergarten through 
third grade, and on student achievement in 
secondary grade levels.

Parents are, indeed, a child’s fi rst teacher. 
As such, they are responsible for providing 
the necessary support and skill development 
at the earliest possible age. Based on that 
level of support, children walk into their 
fi rst day of kindergarten with varying needs. 
We know that some of them, unfortunately, 
arrive ill-prepared for their long learning 
road to literacy. Far too many demonstrate 
delayed language skills with a limited ability 
to express themselves. They are unable to 
describe shapes and letters, identify and 
make sounds of the letters of the alphabet, 
or recognize the names of colors. Children 
who, through strong parent support and 
early childhood education program involve-
ment have attained mastery or near mastery 

of these aforementioned skills, will have a 
precious jump-start and will likely continue 
to remain ahead of their peers in the years 
to come. Parent involvement is not a guar-
antee to student success, but the research 
is clear that positive, nurturing parental 
involvement makes a signifi cant difference 

in a child’s future academic performance.

Again this school year, I plan to continue 
the Parent Grade Level meetings at the 
Pioneer Park Pavilion in an effort to 
engage parents with the school district 
in support of Puyallup’s children. Parent 
feedback on surveys last year revealed 
that attendees at these meetings found the 
meetings to be energizing, helpful, and 
very positive. If you are interested in re-
ceiving an invitation to our Parent Grade 
Level meetings, typically scheduled on 
Tuesdays from 9:30 to 11 a.m., please 
contact your child’s principal.

Please note the following schedule for the 
2008-09 school year:

There is an old story about how a comma 
saved a man’s life, and I paraphrase it 
to lead into the subject of literacy this 
month. A judge in the book, “Stalin’s 
Russia,” had just reviewed a prisoner’s 
request for parole when he handed down 
the verdict to those who would carry out 

The defi nition of literacy is simple: it is 
using language to “read, write, listen, and 
speak.” Our world has transformed from 
a much more unsophisticated age where 
many lives were spent illiterate to the 
information age of today. As we all know, 
the world continues to become more and 
more intertwined and complex. Success-
ful navigation of this world requires even 
better literacy as the need for communica-
tion skills is higher than ever before. No 
profession or industry is immune from this 
need for literacy, and communication and 
the ability to articulate ideas — both writ-
ten and verbal — are absolutely critical.

Our district strives to be successful at 
creating an environment for our students 
to thrive. The excellent teaching cadre 
in Puyallup is passionate about impart-
ing reading, writing, and listening skills 
that are necessary not only for success 
in school, but also equip our students for 
their entire lives. Smaller class sizes in our 
primary grades from kindergarten through 
second grade provide a strong start toward 
literacy that benefi ts them later. This 
occurs throughout their entire career and 
fi nishes with our seniors working hard 
on their culminating project where each 
of the literacy skills are accomplished 
through the written portfolio and the per-
formance of their speeches.

As school starts and the fall season comes 
upon us and outdoor activities start to wane, 
there isn’t anything better than curling up by 
a fi re with a hot beverage and a good book 
and starting your own exploration of endless 
possibilities. Literature creates a wonderful 
opportunity to explore locations you have 
never been to and understand events that 
have had major impacts on the world in 
which we live in today. Find a passion and 
subject matter that engages you. There is 
a huge world out there and a vast array of 
subjects from which to choose.

Education Day at the Puyallup Fair

Shaw Road Elementary kindergartner Sarah Harrison fi lls out 
her “Epic Fun Pass” during Education Day at the Puyallup Fair. 
To view a collage of Education Day photos, visit the district Web 
site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the Home page under District 
Headlines, click More District News.

October 28, 2008   Grade 7, 8, and 9 Parents    
    (Classes of 2014, 2013, and 2012)

November 4, 2008  Grade 4, 5, and 6 Parents     
    (Classes of 2017, 2016, and 2015)

November 18, 2008  Kindergarten (Class of 2021)   
    Grade 1 Parents (Class of 2020)

January 13, 2009   Grade 7, 8, and 9 Parents     
    (Classes of 2014, 2013, and 2012)

January 27, 2009   Grade 10 and 11 Parents     
    (Classes of 2011 and 2010)

February 10, 2009  Grade 12 Parents      
    (Class of 2009)

April 28, 2009   Incoming Kindergarten Parents    
    (Class of 2022)

Parent Grade Level Meetings 
(Tuesdays, 9:30 to 11 a.m.)

Literacy: parents are a child’s fi rst teacher 
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Like most 5-year-olds, Savannah Vindiv-
ich likes nothing more than to spend an af-
ternoon with her sisters at the playground 
swinging on the swing and sliding down 
the slide.

Ever since she outgrew her infant swing, 
Savannah’s parents have had to carry her 
onto the playground and stand next to her 
to make sure the little girl, who was born 
with cerebral palsy, didn’t lose her balance 
and fall.

When she wanted to follow her sisters 
from the swings to the slide, they had to 

Inclusive playground is named for Shaw Road kindergartner
The 3,600-square-foot playground, built 
for children of all abilities but designed 
with access and activities for those with 
special needs, opened July 26 with a cer-
emony at Bradley Lake Park.

The crowd cheered as a cloth drape was 
pulled off a sign at one end of the play 
structure that names the playground 
after Savannah. It reads: “Welcome to 
Savannah’s Place, Where Play Is Acces-
sible To All!”

“We are all so excited about it and very 
proud of it,” said Ralph Dannenberg, 
director of the Puyallup Parks and Recre-
ation Department. He credited Savannah’s 
mother, Karen Vindivich, for the success 
of the project.

It is the fi rst of its type open to the general 
public in Pierce County and the third 
in the state, Dannenberg said. A similar 
playground is located at Good Samaritan 
Hospital for patient use. 

Since the playground opened, Savannah 
has been learning to swing on her own 
— and swing as high as she wants — in 
a specially designed seat with hand bars. 
The swing allows children to create mo-
mentum with their arms when they can’t 
use their legs. It is situated next to several 
standard swings, which means children of 
all abilities can swing together.

Savannah will also be learning to ride in 
her wheelchair from one end of the play 
structure to the other, and from the bottom 
to the top level, on ramps designed wide 
enough for her wheelchair and for another 
child to run alongside her.

A car that rocks back and forth on springs 
is open on one side for children with 
special physical needs, such as those in 
wheelchairs, to pull up next to the toy 

and slide behind the 
steering wheel with 
ease. 

Those who are visu-
ally impaired can 
read sign language 
in Braille near a 
playhouse area. And 
younger children 
who prefer to remain 
on the ground level 
of the multilevel 
structure can play 
with plastic toys such 
as drums, noisemak-
ers, a balancing ball, 
and a talking tube.

Another key benefi t 
of the playground 
for both children 
and adults alike is its 
fl at, rubber surface. 
People who use 
wheelchairs, walkers, 
or canes can eas-
ily move about the 
playground on the 
seamless carpet that 
is painted in swirls of 
primary colors.

Three years in the making

Celebrating with the Vindivich family at 
the grand opening were representatives 
from city and county government, as well 
as friends, family, and park visitors.

Karen’s crusade to build an inclusive play-
ground began three years ago when Sa-
vannah was a toddler. Often, her daughter 
simply sat and watched from the sidelines.

Savannah’s mother began by writing a 
letter to the parks department suggesting 

carry her there as well. Unable to walk, 
it was impossible for her to pull herself 
across bark chips or pea gravel surfaces 
found on most playgrounds.

That all changed on July 26.

The Shaw Road Elementary School kin-
dergartner is learning a whole new mean-
ing of fun and freedom with the opening 
of Puyallup’s fi rst public “inclusive” 
playground.

the idea of an inclusive playground. Dan-
nenberg became her key contact. “He sup-
ported it from day one,” Karen said. “He 
was two thumbs-up the whole time and 
helped me get in contact with community 
groups during my fund-raising.”

Karen and her husband, John, also ap-
proached friends, family, businesses, and 
civic groups. “We would get $25 here or 
$500 there,” she said. At times, she said 

continued on page 10

District forms K-12 regional learning communities
As an elementary school principal, Lisa 
Russell-Nolan spends her days sur-
rounded by the learning that takes place 
in kindergarten through sixth-grade 
classrooms.

Last month, the Northwood Elemen-
tary principal traveled down the hill to 
observe for the fi rst time how teachers 
teach and students learn at Puyallup 
High School.

As she walked through a variety of 
classes representing different academic 
subjects, she couldn’t help but think that 
in less than four years, her sixth-grade 
students would be sitting in some of the 
very same seats.

“Being here is a reminder that we are 
a K-12 system and are in this together 
with one common goal to educate our 
students the best way possible,” she said. 
“I am excited to go back to Northwood 
and share some of the effective teaching 
strategies I saw today.”

Joining her on the “learning walk” were 
colleagues Kevin Hampton, principal at 
Meeker Elementary; John Bustad, prin-
cipal at Edgemont Junior High; Jason 
Smith, principal at Puyallup High; and 
his assistant principals, Lori Hadley and 
Alicia Nosworthy.

The educators represented three levels 
of education, all in the same classroom, 
observing what makes good instruction.

Having elementary, junior high, and 
high school leaders come together for 
a learning walk is one example of how 
Puyallup School District educators are 
teaming this year under a new organiza-

tional structure.

The new model, called “regional learn-
ing communities,” groups the district’s 33 
schools into three regions. These regions 
are generally organized around the schools 
that feed into the three comprehensive 
high schools.

School leaders from each of the regions 
gather on a regular basis as a K-12 team 
and also meet as in past years with col-
leagues within their own levels — such 
as districtwide elementary or secondary 
principal meetings.

Each region is supported by a chief 

academic offi cer who is housed at the 
Education Service Center. These educa-
tors — Casey Cox, Amy Eveskcige, and 
Lynne Rosellini — support staff and visit 
schools to promote student learning in 
their regions.

Organizing the ninth largest district in 
the state into three regions intensifi es the 
district’s efforts to promote student achieve-
ment, said Cox, chief academic offi cer of 
Regional Learning Community #3.

The framework, supported by activities 
such as learning walks, encourages com-
munication, teamwork, and professional 
learning opportunities among staff at all 

levels up and down the K-12 spectrum.

“What can we all agree on that makes 
good instruction, and what is taking 
place from level to level and from class 
to class that we can build on?” Cox said.

Superintendent Tony Apostle proposed 
the regional model idea just over a year 
ago. The structure has been used in 
some other Washington school districts, 
and last summer Apostle commissioned 
a 30-member committee to research 
whether it would work in Puyallup.

After six months of research, the group 
overwhelmingly supported implement-
ing the plan this school year.

Now that the new structure is under 
way, a regional advisory committee 
meets monthly with the three chief aca-
demic offi cers to share how the model 
is working in schools and to give staff 
feedback.

After the learning walk at Puyallup 
High last month, the principals from all 
three grade levels gathered in Smith’s 
offi ce to discuss their observations. The 
walks are designed to give the school 
leaders snapshots of different teaching 
strategies and are not part of a teacher’s 

Northwood Elementary School Principal Lisa Russell-Nolan joins 
Puyallup High School Principal Jason Smith for a “learning walk” in 
Esperanza Hanson’s Spanish class.

continued on page 10

Photo above: Shaw Road Elementary kindergartner 
Savannah Vindivich slides down a slide at the new 
inclusive playground at Bradley Lake Park. Photo 
at left: Savannah gets an extra push on the swing 
from her dad, John. 

“Being here is a reminder 
that we are a K-12 system 
and are in this together with 
one common goal to educate 
our students the best way 
possible.”
 Lisa Russell-Nolan
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books, and get excited about reading.

The library is full of students this month, 
for example, searching for titles to read 
for “Teen Read Week” — a nationwide 
activity sponsored by the American Library 
Association. Students read books related 
to a theme and participate in trivia contests 
or other lunchtime activities. “It makes 
reading fun and enjoyable,” Scioli said. “I 
spend a lot of time talking with students to 
learn what books interest them.”

Math

On a recent day at Northwood Elementa-
ry, third graders Desmond Stevenson and 
Ethan Sylvia worked as partners to learn 
about doubling numbers, such as adding 
six plus six and 12 plus 12.

The students grouped colorful plastic 
disks in four sections on a folded piece 
of paper. The disks helped them visually 
learn how to double six to get 12, and how 
to double 12 to get 24.

“Developmentally, these kids are at an 
age where concepts are often abstract and 
diffi cult to grasp,” said Northwood third-
grade teacher Syrie Norton. “Cooperative 
learning and the chance to use concrete 
items in a hands-on way is such an asset 
to their understanding of the material.”

Northwood is one of 10 elementary 
schools that had 80 percent or more of its 
students meet or exceed the math standard 
in at least one grade level.

The school saw its fourth-grade math 
scores surge from 64.1 percent meeting 

standard a year ago to 81.1 percent this 
past spring.

Northwood Elementary teachers, like oth-
ers around the district, meet regularly to 
discuss their teaching, score student work, 
and analyze steps to help children who are 
struggling to understand the concepts.

Other schools that met or exceeded the 80 
percent bar in math were Brouillet, Fruit-
land, Hilltop, Hunt, Karshner, Meeker, 
Ridgecrest, Shaw Road, and Woodland 
elementary schools.

“As schools pass through important 
thresholds, it is cause for celebration,” 
Silverman said. “It’s like achieving the 

four-minute mile or the 10-second 100-
yard-dash.”

Every elementary school in the district 
requires teachers to focus on math instruc-
tion for an hour each day at every grade 
level.

Another noteworthy math achievement 
came in grades three and fi ve, where the 
district recorded the highest ever average 
math scores. 

Andrew Schwebke, director of student 
learning in math and science, credits these 
achievements districtwide to “strong 
teaching.” The district provides ongoing 
teacher training, including classes that 
teach teachers how students learn math. It 
has also assigned math coaches to work 
with teachers at every level. 

Like other school districts across the state 
and the nation, math continues to be an 
area where educators are working hard to 
boost academic achievement. Schwebke 
planned to present a new math improve-
ment plan earlier this month during a 
school board study session.

Writing

Students made strong gains in junior high 
and high school, Silverman said.

The district’s three comprehensive high 
schools all have more than 93 percent 
of their students meeting standard, and 
Walker High jumped four points to 76.9 
percent of its students meeting standard.

Last spring, most ninth graders in Puyallup 
challenged the reading and writing sec-
tions of the WASL. More than 91 percent 
of the ninth graders who took the writing 
test passed, and nearly 78 percent of ninth 
graders passed the reading section.

“That’s a strong performance 
of our ninth-grade students 
who challenged the tenth-
grade test,” Silverman said.

Ballou Junior High and Hunt 
Elementary schools also 
demonstrated strong achieve-
ment in writing, with more 
than 80 percent of students 
meeting standard.

Across the district, teachers 
are using writing modules 
— lessons on different skills 
prepared by a team of educa-
tors drawing on best teaching 
practices. These modules 
help teachers present lessons 
on topics such as elaboration 
or persuasive writing.

Last year and again this year, 
the fourth-grade teaching 
team at Hunt Elementary 
spent about an hour a day, 
four days a week, on writing. 
The team also worked exten-
sively on teaching students 
about elaboration, using one 
of the state’s writing modules.

On a recent day at Hunt, 
fourth-grade teachers Hope Ernst, Debbie 
Belvill, and Michelle Shula taught stu-
dents about topic sentences, similes and 
metaphors, and describing words. Each 
teacher requires students to keep a writing 
journal.

“We write all the time,” Ernst said. “As a 
team (of teachers), we share what is going 
well in our own instruction, how it affects 
student work, and how we can improve.”

Science

The district’s science scores were the 
highest ever in all three grades tested 
(fi ve, eight, and 10).

Stahl Junior High, for example, saw the 
percentage of eighth graders meeting the 
science standard jump nearly 10 points 
over the previous year.

Woodland Elementary School is the fi rst 
elementary to have more than 70 per-
cent of its students meet standard, and 
Mt.View, Ridgecrest, Shaw Road, and 
Zeiger all had at least 60 percent of stu-
dents meeting standard. Those scores are 
well above the state’s fi fth grade average 
of 42.9 percent.

Schwebke said the high elementary scores 
are due in part to a new elementary sci-
ence curriculum adopted three years ago. 

Interactive hands-on science activities are 
part of that new curriculum and are based 
on research that shows children learn sci-
ence best through concrete experiences. A 
life science unit, for example, introduces 
the study of live animals such as African 
dwarf frogs, butterfl ies, millipedes, and 
fi ddler crabs in the classroom.

Schwebke said the increase in science 
scores at the tenth-grade level is “espe-
cially encouraging” since this was the fi rst 
group of students to have experienced 
science curriculum changes made several 
years ago in grades seven and eight.

The district adopted a new seventh- and 
eighth-grade science curriculum and 
required students in both grades to take a 
full year of science.

“We do a lot of hands-on work and a lab 
every other day,” said Stahl Junior High 
science teacher Laura Pedlar. “Eighth-
grade science is fun — there is a lot of 
seeing, and testing, and discovery.”

All four high schools recorded signifi cant 
science gains, including a sizable jump at 
Puyallup High from 40.6 percent of tenth 
graders meeting standard in 2007 to 55.9 
in 2008.

Classes of 2008 and 2009
 
The latest information updated from 
scores released in June shows that 99.1 
percent of Puyallup’s seniors in the Class 
of 2008 met the reading and writing stan-
dards or were granted waivers. 

This year’s seniors, the Class of 2009, are 
also well on their way to passing the read-
ing and writing standards — a require-
ment for graduation. The latest test scores 

show that 91.6 percent of this year’s 1,489 
seniors have met standard in the two 
subjects. High schools will be working 
closely with the other 136 students to help 
them get to standard before graduation.

“Our high schools are doing just a remark-
able job with our students,” Silverman 
said.

Results for students in the Class of 2008 
who have taken the Scholastic Aptitude 
Test (SAT) and the ACT standardized 
achievement examination for college 
admission also are promising.

The number of SAT test takers was at an 
all-time high (703 students), and SAT 
scores increased in all three tested areas 
— critical reading, writing, and math. 
Scores were also higher in all areas tested 
on the ACT.

“This is good news as it refl ects students 
who aspire to further their education after 
high school,” Silverman said.

Adequate Yearly Progress

A school-by-school breakdown of federal 
student testing and achievement goals, 
known as Adequate Yearly Progress 
(AYP), may be viewed on the Offi ce of 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Web site at www.k12.wa.us.

Students make record 
gains on WASL
continued from page 1

Rogers High School sophomores (from left) Jamie Chesterfi eld, Angela 
Yu, and Me’shae Andrews work on a writing project in sophomore 
honors English.

Kalles Junior High student Eric 
Orse reads in the library. 

Stahl Junior High eighth graders (from left) 
Tautiauna Carver-Lewis, Sasha Howard, and 
Jeankie-Jhen Aczon, learn about the seasons 
during a lab project.

Hunt Elementary fourth grader 
Gina Nippanont works on a 
writing assignment.



www.puyallup.k12.wa.us October 2008 Connections 5

One by one, the students and teachers 
walked onto the gym fl oor and held up 
poster boards with their names written 
in large letters. As the hushed crowd lis-
tened, they passed the microphone down 
the line, each person sharing a personal 
message. 

Some talked about their cultural heritage, 
and a few spoke in their native language. 
Others shared about their family struggles, 
their dreams, their fears, and their per-
sonal triumphs.

After the last in line 
spoke, the 13 students 
and three staff members 
locked arms to show the 
audience — their 802 
classmates in grades 
seven through nine 
— that they share a 
common bond.

They are all Ferrucci 
Cougars. 

Showcasing their 
diversity and focusing 
on their unity was part 
of an assembly to kick 
off the third year of a 
program that encourages 
Ferrucci Junior High 
students to promote Pride, Ownership, 
Warmth, Encouragement, and Respect 
(POWER).

The POWER program, modeled after one 
used in an eastern Washington school dis-
trict, has been so successful that it spread 
this year to Ballou, Edgemont, and Glacier 
View junior high schools.

While the name of the program is differ-
ent at each school, the concept is the same 

— empowering students to make their 
schools a better place and create a climate 
in which all students feel connected. 

“Everyone really has a lot of respect for 
each other,” said Ferrucci Junior High 
ninth grader Lauren Moss. “The students 
are really close and there is a lot of school 
spirit and warmth.” 

Her mother, Laurie, also notices a posi-
tive campus environment. “It seems like 
they don’t have a lot of peer pressure or 
confl ict at this school. I think it has to 

do with the POWER 
program.” 

The program’s expan-
sion to other schools 
is especially timely 
since new junior high 
attendance boundar-
ies took effect this fall 
and resulted in some 
eighth and ninth graders  
enrolling in schools dif-
ferent from where they 
attended last year.

Ballou Junior High, for 
example, has about 150 
new eighth and ninth 
graders this year and has 
a new principal, Krista 

Bates, and assistant principal, Willie 
Stewart, Jr.

“We wanted all of our students and staff to 
use a common language when it came to 
how we treat each other and our commu-
nity at Ballou,” Bates said. “It is so benefi -
cial for the students, as well as the staff, to 
build a sense of community.” 

Ninth grader Ashley Garrett admitted “it’s 
been tough” switching allegiances from 

being a Kalles Junior High Tyee last year 
to a Ballou Junior High Bruin this year. 
“But everyone here has been so nice and 
welcoming,” she said.

Ballou Junior High social studies teacher 
Troy Halfaday recently asked students in 
one of his classes to share what they think 
of Bruin PRIDE. The acronym stands for 
Persistence, Respect, Integrity, Determina-
tion, and Excellence.

More than half of the class raised their 
hands and used words such as “wel-
coming,” “positive,” “powerful,” and 
“awesome.”

Eighth grader Nathan Miller noted some 
specifi c examples of change at Ballou. He 
said there are fewer students absent from 
class this year and more classmates turn-
ing in their work on time.

One similarity among all four of the 
school programs is that students sign a 
pledge form promising to apply the prin-
ciples on campus and when they represent 
the school off-campus. 

Each student who signs the pledge is 
given a rubber wristband imprinted with 
that particular school’s acronym and 
mascot symbol. Students and staff are en-
couraged to wear the wristbands, designed 
in school colors, as a visible sign of their 
commitment.

Glacier View Junior High students are 
HEROES, which stands for Honesty, 
Encouragement, Respect, Ownership, 
Excellence, and Self-Control.

“HEROES sets the foundation for the 
culture of learning at Glacier View,” 
said Principal Mark Vetter. “We began 
HEROES to teach, model, and promote 

positive behaviors and a caring culture.”

Ninth grader Annabel Warnell said she 
thinks the HEROES program causes 
teens to think before they speak and “to 
be careful about not hurting each other’s 
feelings.” 

Edgemont Junior High School’s program 
is called FLIGHT, which stands for Fo-
cused, Leader, Involved, Goal-Oriented, 
Honest, and Team Player. “This brings 
positive leadership into our schools,” said 
ninth grader Adria Olson. “The students 
really seem to like it. Everyone is wearing 
their wristbands.”

At some of the schools, teachers who see 
students modeling the principles are en-
couraged to describe the behavior on a card 
that is then entered into a drawing. Students 
can win prizes such as candy or erasers. 

At most of the schools, a team of about 
30 eighth and ninth graders serve on the 
school’s POWER, PRIDE, HEROES, or 
FLIGHT team. The team created post-
ers for their schools during the summer, 
helped at back-to-school nights, and 
planned the kickoff assemblies. They will 
continue to meet throughout the school 
year to develop ideas for how to make 
students feel more connected.

Aylen, Kalles, and Stahl junior high 
schools have not implemented this spe-
cifi c program, but they promote student 
leadership, service, and caring communi-
ties in other unique ways.

“POWER is everywhere,” said Ferrucci 
Junior High teacher Kim Ramsey. She 
co-founded the program with teacher Amy 
Mittelstaedt, who leads the new FLIGHT 
program this year at Edgemont Junior 
High. “It is making us a unifi ed school.” 

Giftmakers seeks donations for 22nd annual gift giveaway
Puyallup Giftmakers is in need of dona-
tions for its 22nd annual holiday gift
giveaway for children in need throughout 
the school district.

Giftmakers is a program operated by 
students. They serve on the Giftmakers
Board of Directors and help coordinate 
toy, book, game, and stocking stuffer 
drives.

Items collected are given to families in 
need during a two-day gift giveaway in
early December.

During Giftmakers, parents accompanied 
by junior high and high school student
helpers walk through a makeshift “store” 
to pick up free gifts for their children. 

They are invited to leave their children 
with on-site babysitters while they shop 
for the gifts donated by the 
community.

The program’s success is 
based on donations. 

Organizers, who work 
year-round in preparation 
for the following year’s 
event, are seeking the 
following new items from 
the community to make 
this year’s gift-giving a 
success:

•  Toys, books, and board 
games for children ages 4 to 14. Each 
child is given a new toy and several 

books, and each family receives a 
board game.

•  Sporting equipment 
such as basketballs, plastic 
bats and balls,   
and volleyballs.
•  Infant and pre-school  
 toys.
•  Holiday stockings and  
 stocking stuffers.

Items may be dropped 
inside a large red wooden 
box located inside the 
South Hill Mall beginning 
on November 11. The box 

is marked with the Giftmakers logo and 
will be located near the Food Court.

Community members interested in 
helping to make felt or fabric stockings 
for the event can pick up a free pattern 
and drop off the completed stockings at 
Pacifi c Fabrics & Crafts.

Adults are also needed to help as vol-
unteers during the two-day gift give-
away. If interested in working a shift, 
please contact Nancy French in the 
district communications offi ce at (253) 
841-8703.

Monetary donations are also appreci-
ated since no school district money can 
be used for this project. Checks should 
be made out and sent to the Puyallup 
Schools Foundation, P.O. Box 55, Puyal-
lup, WA 98371.

Junior high program creates welcoming campus climate 

Ballou Junior High students (from left) Diana Vasilevskaya, Scott 
Aslakson, and Kaitlyn Kroneman show off their Ballou Junior High 
PRIDE bracelets.

Ferrucci Junior High students (from left) Sunny Rebo, Nina Murphy, 
Cheyenne Arnold, and Patrick Hough unite during a schoolwide 
POWER assembly.

Ferrucci Junior High student 
Josie Waddington describes 
the POWER pledge.
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2009 bond and capital levy
Science education key in proposed Puyallup High project

An artist’s rendition depicts the completed Puyallup High Phase Two 
project, which would add a second and third fl oor to the Phase One 
building currently under construction.

 At Puyallup High, students in one science 
classroom often struggle for a spot at their 
lab stations because space is limited and 
not everyone can take part in an activity at 
the same time.

“There’s not that much room to do work,” 
senior Angela Austin said. “It takes a lot 
longer to complete lessons because you 
have to navigate around others.”   

Science teacher Dennis Erlenmeyer said 
the tables in the room are too close to the 
counters where experiments are conduct-

to the Phase One building that began 
construction last summer along Pioneer 
Way. The Phase One project, made pos-
sible by the voter-approved 2004 bond, 
is planned to be completed next year and 
will provide classroom space for programs 
such as automotive technology and video 
production. 

The Phase Two proposal would add gen-
eral classrooms on the second fl oor. The 
third fl oor would feature science class-
rooms that are larger than current rooms 
and better suited to the district’s rigorous 

science curriculum, said Director of Stu-
dent Learning Andrew Schwebke.

“We want students involved in labs 
everyday to get hands-on experience, and 
that’s diffi cult to do in many of the current 
science labs,” Schwebke said.

For science teacher Heidi Zimmer, being 
in a regular classroom that’s been con-
verted to science education can hamper 
student learning by preventing experi-
ments the room cannot support. 

“We cannot do some of the experiments 
that we want to do because of safety is-
sues,” she said. 

For example, students cannot use a 
calorimeter, a device that burns food to 

determine its calorie content, because 
the converted classroom is carpeted and 
would present a fi re danger. The experi-
ment is part of the district’s curriculum 
emphasizing hands-on learning.

Several of the science classrooms lack the 
space needed for student computer work-
stations, teacher Dennis Johnson said. 
When a lesson requires further research on 
the Internet, time must be scheduled in the 
school’s library, which is already in high 
demand by other classes.

The existing science classrooms are 
located throughout the campus, creating 

district has grown by more than 2,000 
since 1998.

A key component of a school bond going 
before voters in the March 10, 2009 elec-
tion is to address overcrowding issues in 
South Hill elementary schools. 

One of the proposed projects is a new 
750-student elementary school in the 
district’s southwest region. Molver said 
the facility would give Woodland and 
neighboring elementary schools the abil-
ity to conduct classes in more appropri-
ate settings.

“We’ve got instruction happening in 
places where instruction was never pri-
marily designed to take place,” Molver 
said. “We have a stage that is there for 
a reason, but rarely gets used as a stage 
because it is a full-time classroom.” 

At the end of the school day, Woodland 
students who ride the bus must be dis-
missed in groups because the boarding 
area cannot accommodate more than a 
few classrooms at once. The staggered 
dismissals contribute to a longer dis-
missal time, Molver said.

Assistant Superintendent of Education 
Support Debra Aungst said the open-
ings of Carson and Edgerton elementary 
schools last year have helped, but have 
not solved, the housing issues in the 
South Hill area.

“Both of those new schools opened at 
or near full capacity last year,” Aungst 
said. “They are now experiencing some 
overcrowding diffi culties.” Each of the 

schools has already added portable class-
rooms to address overcrowding despite 
opening just last year.

The proposed elementary school would be 
located west of Meridian Avenue on the 
north side of 144th Street East at approxi-
mately 80th Avenue East.

Aungst said building the new school 
would give the district an opportunity 
to redraw elementary school attendance 
boundaries.

“It’s all about providing housing for our 
students,” she said. “This would give us 
a chance to help balance school popula-

tions in the area.”

Molver said adding an elementary school 
could have a ripple effect on nearby 
elementary schools such as Firgrove, 
Zeiger, Brouillet, and Carson. It could 
mean fewer buses at each school, which 
would ease traffi c congestion, he said. 
It could also mean conducting specialty 
programs such as ELL, special educa-
tion, and kindergarten in more appropri-
ate classrooms that have both the proper 
space and equipment. 

“A new building in this particular section 
of our district would be wonderful and is 
certainly needed,” Molver said.

Bond proposes new 
elementary school
continued from page 1

The 2009 school bond proposes building a new elementary school 
on the southwest end of the district to address continued enrollment 
growth.

Graphic courtesy of Dale Carrington 

“In the chemistry classroom, there’s really not 
enough room for students to work.”

Science teacher Roquel Stanley

ed. The Puyallup School District uses a 
science curriculum that emphasizes hands-
on experiences. With tables so close to the 
counters and no other space to put them, 
Erlenmeyer said not all students can get 
the hands-on learning at the same time.

“If you ever need something from another 
lab station, it’s almost as if you’re invad-
ing someone else’s personal space,” 
Austin said.

The current state of science classrooms 
at Puyallup High has created cramped 
quarters for students and staff. However, a 
project included in the 2009 school bond 
proposal could bring major improvements.

The project, known as East Campus Phase 
Two, would add a second and third fl oor 

diffi culties in team teaching and class 
partnering, science teacher Roquel Stanley 
said. Some classes are conducted in regu-
lar classrooms that don’t have all of the 
safety and student learning equipment a 
dedicated science lab would include.

“The physics lab isn’t a lab, it’s a class-
room,” Stanley said. “In the chemistry 
classroom, there’s really not enough room 
for students to work.”

Despite these challenges, Puyallup High 
School tenth graders excelled in science 
on last spring’s Washington Assessment of 

2009 election 
Q’s and A’s
These questions are among those the dis-
trict has received about the school bond 
and capital levy election to be held on 
March 10, 2009.

Q: What technology improvements are 
being proposed as part of the capital 
levy? 
A: The districtwide improvements include 
replacement of aging student and staff 
computers, a school bus student check-in 
system, and an increase in the amount of 
computer data that can be processed at the 
same time (“bandwidth”).

Q: What is the estimated tax rate?  
A: The district estimates the bond and 
capital levy package would require a com-
bined tax rate of $2.45 per thousand dollars 
of assessed valuation. The amount repre-
sents a 58-cent increase over the 2008 tax 
rate, which currently ranks as the district’s 
lowest tax rate since 1993 at $1.87 per 
thousand dollars of assessed value.

Q: How can I understand what that 
means for me personally as a home-
owner? 
A: Take the price of the assessed valua-
tion of the property owned and divide by 
1,000. Then multiply that amount by 58 
cents to determine what additional amount 
would be due in annual property taxes. 
For example, the owner of a home valued 
at $200,000 would pay an additional $116 
a year in property taxes ($200,000 divided 
by $1,000 multiplied by $.58).

Q: How can I request a speaker from 
the school district for my community 
group or organization to learn more? 
A: To request a speaker about the 2009 
school bond and capital levy, contact the 
district communications department at 
(253) 841-8703. 

continued on page 7

Artist rendering courtesy of BLRB Architects
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The chart refl ects a timeline of the 
proposed bond and capital levy 
projects in the March 10, 2009 
election. The left edge of each 
bar indicates when the proposed 
project begins. The right edge of 
each bar refl ects when the project 
is estimated to be completed.

To learn more about each of 
the proposed projects, visit the 
district Web site at www.puyallup.
k12.wa.us. On the Home page, 
click 2009 Election.  

2009 school bond and 
capital levy proposals

School district fi nancing depends on a variety of sources

Student Learning (WASL), recording the 
highest science WASL scores among the 
district’s four high schools and some of 
the highest scores in the state.

Executive Director of Facilities Rudy 
Fyles said it is clear how much the Phase 
Two project is needed.

“There are not enough classrooms to 
support the student population, and the 
current rooms are not up to today’s stan-
dards,” he said.

Some rooms lack the corrosion-resistant 
surfaces and ventilation systems of more 
modern science classrooms already in use 
at the district’s two other comprehensive 
high schools, Fyles said. Such advance-
ments improve student learning by 
increasing the types of activities the room 
can safely support, he added.

In addition to the science rooms, Fyles 
said the addition of general classrooms 
would have a signifi cant impact on the 
entire school.

“It basically means getting students out of 
portables and into genuine classrooms,” 
he said, adding that having the students in 
classrooms within the physical building 
shortens passing times between classes 
and allows the space taken up by the por-
tables to be used for other needs.

At Puyallup High, a group of nine portable 
classrooms are located west of the gymna-
sium in a parking lot. Fyles said part of the 
Phase Two project would be to remove the 
portables and expand the existing lot, allow-
ing more students to park on campus rather 
than search for space along nearby streets.

Erlenmeyer said science education is a 
key foundation for students in both their 
careers and everyday lives. “It helps them 
understand their world and understand 
themselves,” he said.

Puyallup High
continued from page 6

The deadline to register by mail to vote in the March 10, 2009 
election is Saturday, February 7, 2009. All registrations must 
be postmarked by this date. Those seeking to transfer their 
existing voter information must also do so by February 7.

To register to vote in Pierce County, applicants must:
• Be at least 18 years old by the date of the next election. 
• Be a United States citizen and a Pierce County resident. 
• Not presently have civil rights denied as a result of a felony conviction. 
• Not been declared by a judge to be mentally incompetent and ineligible to vote. 
 
Voter registration forms are available at each of the Puyallup School District’s 33 
schools, the Puyallup School District Education Service Center, public libraries, 
staffed fi re stations in unincorporated Pierce County, city clerks’ offi ces, state offi ces, 
and the Pierce County Election Department. 

Forms may also be accessed on the Internet at www.co.pierce.wa.us/auditor or by 
calling the Election Department at (253) 798-7430 or 1 (800) 446-4979.

If registering by mail and it is the fi rst time registering to vote in Pierce County, ap-
plicants must enclose a copy of a Washington state driver’s license or list the last four 
digits of their Social Security number. If neither of those are provided, enclose one of 
the following: a valid photo identifi cation; a valid enrollment card of a federally-rec-
ognized Indian tribe in Washington state; a current utility bill, bank statement, gov-
ernment check, or paycheck; or a government document that shows the applicant’s 
name and address. 

Pierce County residents not yet registered to vote in Washington who miss the mail-
in deadline can register in person through February 23 (15 days before the March 10 
election). In-person voter registration is done at the Pierce County Election Depart-
ment, 2401 South 35th St., Room 200, Tacoma, WA. These applicants must vote by 
absentee ballot only for the next election.

Tax exemptions

Puyallup School District residents who are 61 years of age or older and whose house-
hold income is less than $35,000 may qualify for an exemption from all or part of the 
proposed 2009 school bond and capital levy. Regardless of age, persons who have a 
disability that prevents them from being employed may also qualify for this exemp-
tion.

Information on tax exemptions is available by contacting the Senior Citizen and Dis-
abled Persons Exemption Department Hotline at (253) 798-2169. More information 
is also available on the Pierce County Assessor-Treasurer Web site at www.pierce-
countywa.org/pc/abtus/ourorg/at/seniorsites.htm.  

Puyallup High students learn science in a room that teacher Michael 
Segers shares with other teachers due to a lack of classroom space 
on campus. They also work around chairs stored on one side of 
the room.

Voter registration 
information

From the buildings where students learn 
to the textbooks they use in daily les-
sons, providing necessary equipment and 
resources for schools requires signifi cant 
funding from a variety of sources.

While state funding represents the major-
ity of a school district’s annual budget, 
local dollars are essential for schools to 
succeed, said Debra Aungst, assistant 
superintendent of education support.

“We absolutely depend on local funding to 
provide for many essential components of 
student learning,” Aungst said. “Generally, 
it’s thought that the state fully funds our 
education system. That is absolutely not 
the case.”

In fact, almost a quarter of the Puyallup 
School District’s general fund budget 

comes from local sources. The district’s 
2008-09 budget includes four major 
funding sources — state funds, federal 
funds, local tax revenue, and local non-tax 
revenue.

State funds make up the largest source 
of funding providing approximately 73 
percent of the district’s budget. Federal 
funds account for roughly 5 percent of the 
budget. The remaining 22 percent is gen-
erated by local dollars, including property 
taxes and non-tax sources such as private 
donations.

Aungst added that salaries and salary 
increases are only partially funded by state 
government.

A March 2008 report by the Washington 
Association of School Administrators 
shows that school districts statewide will 
need at least $100 million in addition to 
state funds to provide salaries, benefi ts, 
and cost-of-living adjustments.

“It creates a problem because there are 

simply not enough funds to pay salaries, 
benefi ts, and adjustments,” Aungst said.

The district’s technology needs are also 
affected by shortages in state-level fund-
ing, Aungst said. “We receive zero dollars 
for technology from the state.”

Everything from replacement of outdated 
student computers to maintaining Internet 
access at each school depends solely on 
sources outside state funding, especially 
local funds in forms such as levies.

In addition, Aungst said, regular building 
maintenance work such as roof repair or 
carpet replacement are not state-funded 
and draw upon local dollars.

continued on page 11
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2004 school bond
Sparks Stadium reopens with new track, fi eld, sound, and scoreboard
The crowds are back and athletes have re-
turned for another year at Sparks Stadium. 
This year, however, a summer’s worth of 
renovation work has dramatically im-
proved nearly every aspect of the facility, 
from the speakers to the fi eld.

The district’s high school football and soc-
cer teams are playing their home games 
on a surface that behaves more like grass. 
Those in the stands can keep better track 
of the game with a more modern score-
board and an easier-to-understand speaker 
system.

The improvements 
have made an immedi-
ate impression on the 
coaches and players 
throughout the district, 
said Rick Wells, direc-
tor of athletics, health, 
and fi tness. 

Rogers High School 
football coach Gene 
Bowen said the 

previous artifi cial surface simply did not 
compare to its replacement.

“They’re in totally different leagues,” he 
said. “On the old surface, every time you 
fell down, you had some sort of scrape.”
 
The new fi eld, he said, does not infl ict the 
“turf burn,” similar to a rug or carpet burn, 
that often occurred on the old surface during 
falls when bare skin contacted the ground.

The 10-year-old artifi cial turf was re-
placed this summer with a new surface, 
called FieldTurf, which both looks and 
feels more like real grass. Surrounding the 

turf is a new track, which replaces a sur-
face installed in 1987. The improvements 
were funded with state matching funds 
collected as a result of the voter-approved 
2004 school bond measure.

David Gimenez, physical education 
teacher and track team coach at Meeker 
Elementary, recalled how worn the track 
surface had become and said he is excited 
about the improvements. The school’s 
track team uses nearby Sparks Stadium for 
its meets during the spring.

Rogers High senior Jake Steedman, a 
member of this year’s football team, said 
the old fi eld was somewhat unforgiving, 
especially compared to newer fi elds in 
other stadiums.

“It was just rough on our bodies,” he said. 
“We’ve played on FieldTurf before on our 
road games, and we’ve always wished we 
had it at home. Now we do.”

The improvements have also caught the 
attention of those outside of the district.

“I have had a lot of positive comments 
from coaches around the South Puget 
Sound League (SPSL),” Wells said, add-
ing the stadium will host a number of 
regional events.

The SPSL is also interested in hosting soc-
cer tournament games on the new fi eld. 
Games for the West Central District III 
tournament, which includes approximately 
80 high schools from across King, Pierce, 
and other surrounding counties, are also in 
the works, Wells said.

“It’s a beautiful setup,” said Shelly Thiel, 

Executive Secretary for West Central Dis-
trict III. Thiel toured the facility in Sep-
tember and said he came away impressed. 

The improved experience extends beyond 
the track and fi eld and into the stands with 
a new sound system and scoreboard.

“The new sound system is high qual-
ity,” Wells said. “It has the ability to play 
music from a laptop computer, CDs, and 
iPod hand-held devices. It also allows us 
to equip referees with fi eld microphones 
so they can broadcast announcements.”

The digital scoreboard also represents a 

vast improvement, Wells said. The new 
board features more reliable parts and a 
section where messages can be shown.

“It’s brighter and clearer with no missing 
or burnt-out lights,” Wells said. “I’m very 
pleased. Once again, we have the premiere 
stadium in all of the South Puget Sound 
League.”

At a recent football game, Rogers High 
parent Melody Carter described the 
renovated stadium as “beautiful.” Her 
husband, Forrest, added, “It’s defi nitely 
better. This is one of the nicest stadiums 
anywhere around.”

Rogers High School quarterback Tyler Van Sligtenhorst hands off 
the ball to running back Keith Arnold during one of the fi rst football 
games at the newly renovated Sparks Stadium.

Newly constructed Glacier View Junior High and rebuilt Aylen Junior 
High opened their doors for the fi rst time last month. Top photo: 
Students register for classes at Glacier View Junior High. Below: 
Aylen Junior High Principal Christine Moloney greets students on 
the fi rst day. The schools were funded with the 2004 school bond.

Newly built schools open to students

The Puyallup School Board unanimously 
agreed in August to approve the 2008-09 
budget, marking the fi nish line of a year-
long effort to maintain fi nancial responsi-
bility in the face of a struggling economy.

Superintendent Tony Apostle discussed 
the budget during the August 11 board 
meeting, pointing out the decreasing pur-
chasing power of state and federal revenue 
levels. At the same time that purchasing 
power is decreasing, he said, expectations 
and challenges continue to increase for the 
state’s school districts.

From higher school program costs to the 
rise in fuel prices, creating a balanced 
budget has been a diffi cult task, he said.

“Despite the economic downturn, we are 
in very good condition with regard to our 
programs and staffi ng levels,” he said.

Over the years, state-level funding chang-
es have cumulatively created a dramatic 
negative impact on school districts across 
Washington, said Debra Aungst, assis-
tant superintendent of education support. 
For example, the fi nancial formulas that 
the state uses to calculate funds for each 
district do not adequately cover cost-of-
living adjustments, insurance benefi ts, and 
other compensation costs, she said.

Aungst added the district was faced with 
addressing a $3.5 million budget shortfall 
due in large part to rising employment 
costs and fuel prices, as well as costs as-
sociated with the staffi ng and opening of 
Glacier View Junior High last month.

Expanding the Advancement Via Indi-
vidual Determination (AVID) program 
to Glacier View and Ballou junior high 

schools also contributed to the added 
expenses this year. 

To close the gap and balance the budget, 
the district looked at various ways to 
reduce spending, including at the adminis-
trative level.

By reducing spending in several depart-
ments, paring back two assistant prin-
cipal positions, and removing a central 
administrator position, the district was 
able to cut an estimated $670,000 in 
administrative costs.

The district also reallocated program 
funds, seeking the best uses of limited 
resources, Aungst said.

Board Vice President Greg Heath praised 
staff members for the year-long budget 
process, citing the district’s efforts to 
gather community input through discus-
sions and public meetings.

Several board members commented on the 
diffi culty of balancing 
a budget that includes 
both increased costs 
and insuffi cient state 
and federal funding.

Board President 
Kathy Affl erbaugh 
said, “As resources 
are declining and 
costs are increasing, 
we struggled with 
making some very 
diffi cult choices. I 
am very pleased that we were able to 
balance our budget while keeping our 
focus on increasing achievement for 
each student.”

School board approves district 
budget for 2008-09 school year 

Rick Wells

Kathy
Affl erbaugh



            Where are they now?
This is the next article in an ongoing series featuring the accomplishments and whereabouts of Puyallup School District graduates. Each 
issue of Connections features one or more graduates from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, and Walker high schools. Stories and photos 
chronicle students’ travels and successes since they walked across the graduation stage.

Superintendent Tony Apostle listens as Aylen Junior High eighth 
grader Regina Ongoco shares about her math assignment.
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Lorraine Wilson returns home as assistant superintendent 

District appoints 
leadership positions
Administrator of Employee Relations

Name: Amie
Brandmire
Former Position: 
Employee Relations 
Specialist
Previous Positions: 
Brandmire joined 
the Puyallup School 
District’s Human 
Resources Department 

in 1999 as a personnel specialist. While in 
Human Resources, she also held the posi-
tion of special projects coordinator. Before 
that, she served as a personnel and benefi ts 
administrator for a nationwide engineering, 
architectural, and construction fi rm.
Education: Attended California State 
University at Northridge and University of 
Phoenix.

Fruitland and Woodland
Elementary Schools
Assistant Principal

Name: Andrea Drake
Former Position: 
Teacher, African 
American Academy, 
Seattle Public Schools
Previous Positions: 
Drake served as an 
administrator designee 
from 2000–03 with 
Seattle Public Schools. 
She also was the principal representa-
tive for out-of-city and state trainings for 
Reading First and Voices School Design; a 
Building Leadership Team representative; 
a School Transformation Team representa-
tive; and the Nguzo Saba Committee Chair. 
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Central 
Washington University, master’s degree 
from Heritage University, and doctorate 
degree from Nova Southeastern University.

Lorraine Wilson attended Karshner Elementary, Aylen Junior High, and Puyallup High schools before 
going on to college and pursuing a career in law and labor relations. She returned to Puyallup this fall 
as the district’s new Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources.

Lorraine Wilson remembers her fi rst ex-
ercise in democracy. In kindergarten, she 
and her classmates were asked to choose a 
mascot for Karshner Elementary School.

“I can remember kids lobbying each other 
before the vote,” she said. In the end, the 
“Tigers” narrowly edged out the “Pio-
neers” as the top choice.

Four decades later, Wilson is proud to say 
she still has her school pennant, which  
symbolizes her introduction to democratic 
principles.

The skills she learned in that fi rst year of 
school and in the 12 that followed, she said, 
prepared her well for a successful career in 
law, labor relations, and her new role this 
fall as Puyallup School District’s Assistant 
Superintendent of Human Resources.

School years in Puyallup

Wilson spent her fi rst seven years at 
Karshner Elementary, moved on to Aylen 
Junior High, and graduated in 1980 from 
Puyallup High.

It was in fi fth grade, during a mock court-
room experience, that Wilson developed 
an interest in law. “I convicted one of my 
classmates of littering, and it was all over 
from there. I decided I wanted to go to law 
school.”

Even at this young age, Wilson took an 
interest in reading political biographies 
about presidents such as Lincoln and 

Jefferson. She joined the journalism 
program at Aylen and wrote about school 
levy funding and other current events, 
and then found her niche researching 
national and international affairs while 
on the Puyallup High debate team.

“That took up all of my time,” she 
remembers. “We had tournaments from 
late October into March, which took 
us away to competitions almost every 
weekend.”

Wilson is featured numerous times in her se-
nior yearbook as a member of Honor Society, 
co-captain of the debate team, vice president 
of German club, winner of the German For-
eign Language Award for “outstanding work 
in foreign language,” and alternate for the 
prestigious E.B. Walker Cup award.

She credits her education in Puyallup, 
especially her involvement in the high 
school debate club, for her success in col-
lege and beyond.

The trophy cases at Puyallup High School, 
as well as her yearbook, bear witness to 
her success in two-person debate, ex-
temporaneous speaking, and impromptu 
speaking.

Her parents, retired Puyallup school 
teachers Nancy and Don Wilson, recently 
pulled out photos of their daughter from 
the attic. The pictures are of her as a 

continued on page 10

The Puyallup School Board voted unani-
mously at its September 8 meeting to 
approve Superintendent Tony Apostle’s 
evaluation for the past year and extend 
his contract through 2011.

“Dr. Apostle has been a strong leader for 
our district this past year,” said Board 
President Kathy Affl erbaugh. “He has 
worked relentlessly in attaining high 
levels of student achievement.”

Affl erbaugh continued, “I appreciate that 
Dr. Apostle has been a great communi-
cator — to the board, the staff, and the 
community — and has the highest level 
of integrity. He has the foresight to look 
not only at the present but to set high 
standards and goals for the future of our 
students and staff. He is, without a doubt, 
committed to the educational future of 
the Puyallup School District. I am very 
proud of his work for all our children.”

Apostle was selected in May 2004 to the 
district’s top leadership post following a 
nationwide search and an extensive in-
terview process. Puyallup ranks the ninth 
largest school district in Washington with 
nearly 22,000 students.

As part of his annual performance review, 
the board stated in part, “This has been 
the best year of Tony’s superintendency. 
Of course the foundation for many of the 
outstanding results was established in the 
previous years, but there is no denying 
the tremendous accomplishments. Tony’s 
leadership has been resoundingly vali-
dated by the impressive results. Further-
more, he is not resting on his laurels, but 
working for an even stronger district for 
our community.”

Individual board members praised Dr. 
Apostle’s performance during the 2007-

08 school year.

“Our superintendent’s performance for 
2007-08 is to be highly commended,” 
said Vice President Greg Heath. “He is 
doing an excellent job in all areas and 
has continued to maintain high standards 
in student achievement and our fi nancial 
status. He has been an excellent voice for 
our district and has ably represented us in 
so many forums and venues.”

Director Cindy Poysnick added, “Tony 
constantly shows passion for education, 
kids, and the community he serves. We are 
truly well served.”

Director Bruce Dammeier said, “Our 
district has seen tremendous improvement 
in the last year — far outpacing our peer 
districts. Student achievement, rigor, and 
opportunity continued to improve. Our 
fi nancial management continued to excel, 

especially delivering on the 2004 bond 
program. We made signifi cant strides in 
hiring exceptional new teachers and prin-
cipals, as well as developing and retaining 
our current staff. Tony’s leadership of our 
district is yielding tremendous benefi ts for 
our students and our community.”

Director Diana Seeley added, “This by 
far has been our strongest year since Dr. 
Apostle began his superintendency. With 
every passing year, we have seen greater 
depth of character as he comes into his 
own as our superintendent. He contin-
ues to focus on a ‘no surprises’ attitude 
with the welfare of our students and 
overall integrity at the forefront. Under 
Dr. Apostle’s leadership, the district has 
implemented change, which is measur-
able by the results of the 2008 graduating 
class WASL scores. With all of the staff 
and community support, our students are 
the benefactors of a job well done.”

Board extends superintendent’s contract

Scanned kindergarten photo
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teenager, fl ashing a big smile as she holds 
some of the many plaques received at 
debate contests.

One of her most 
notable achievements 
came during her senior 
year in 1980 when she 
and her debate partner 
earned second place 
in state in two-person 
debate. 

Her high school debate 
coach, Craig Beetham, 
remembers Wilson as 
“extremely, extremely 
bright,” well read, and someone with a 
keen interest in national affairs.

“To be successful in debate, you have to 
be well-versed in current events and be 
able to think and argue on your feet,” he 
said. “She excelled in it.” Beetham taught 
at Puyallup High from 1974 to 1990 and 
works as a lawyer with the Eisenhower 
and Carlson fi rm in Tacoma and Seattle.

“She was a very determined young lady 
who put her teeth into whatever she did,” 
he said. “She also had a ready smile and a 
sparkle in her eye because her mind was 
always working.”

College pursuits

After graduating in the top 10 academi-
cally in the Puyallup High Class of 1980, 
Wilson earned her bachelor’s degree in 
political science, with an emphasis in 
international politics, as a Phi Beta Kappa 

graduate from Reed College in Portland.

During her time at Reed, she delved into 
foreign policy during a semester in Wash-
ington D.C. through American University.

Wilson’s top grades earned her a seat at 
the Duke University School of Law, where 
she graduated with honors in 1987 with a 
Juris Doctor degree.
 
Her passion for education was sparked dur-
ing a summer internship in the information 
resources and legal services departments at 
the Offi ce of the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction in Washington state. 

Wilson did legal research on the state 
Constitution about issues such as educa-
tion funding lawsuits and the impact of 
the separation of church and state on 
schools.

Professional work

After Duke, Wilson passed the bar on the 
fi rst try and landed a job as an associate 
attorney in Walla Walla with a fi rm repre-
senting 17 school districts.

She has also worked as a legislative at-
torney with the Association of Washington 
Business in Olympia, an assistant city 
attorney and general practice in Centra-
lia, an associate executive director for 13 
years with the Washington State School 
Directors’ Association in Olympia, and 
director of labor and legislative relations 
in Tacoma Public Schools.

Wilson started her job this fall in Puyallup at 
the same time the district was wrapping up 
a two-year collective bargaining agreement 
with the Puyallup Education Association.

Days later, she immersed herself in the 
opening of the district’s 33 schools and 
addressed the challenges that arise when 
more students than planned enroll in one 
grade or school and fewer students show 
up in others.

“The key is for Human Resources to 
be quick and effective in meeting those 
last-minute staffi ng changes to minimize 
disruptions in classrooms where the real 
work of the district happens,” she said.

Her goal this fall is to meet one-on-
one with the 16 members of the Hu-
man Resources department to get better 
acquainted and understand how each one 
contributes to the program.

She also plans to meet with union leaders 
and help educate school and district admin-
istrators about changes in newly negotiated 
collective bargaining agreements. 

As the year progresses, she will be 
involved in staff recruitment, as well as 
assuring that district leadership has the 
resources it needs for effective staff evalu-
ations.

The Puyallup School District is the ninth 
largest district in Washington with nearly 
22,000 students and more than 2,600 staff.

“I look forward to working in and for 
the community in which I was raised,” 
Wilson said. 

Lorraine Wilson

Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources Lorraine Wilson (right) 
meets with district employee Sandy Weymouth, a human resources 
payroll system technician.

continued from page 9

it seemed next to impossible to raise 
enough to cover the $165,000 price tag.

A major break in the fund-raising ef-
forts came last year with the news of 
a $75,000 donation from the V & V 
Foundation in Federal Way. One of the 
Foundation board members heard about 
the playground from his daughter, Edge-
wood resident Lisa Ehle, who is friends 
with the Vindivich family.

From there, things moved quickly. 
The Puyallup Parks and Recreation 
Department had planned to build an-
other standard play set at the park and 
had money already set aside for the 
project, as well as for improvements 
to comply with the federal Americans 
with Disabilities Act.

After meeting with Karen and visiting 
a playground in Bend, Ore. that has a 
similar inclusive playground, Dannen-
berg said there was no question that it 
was the right thing for Puyallup. The 
closest other inclusive playgrounds open 
to the public are located in Seattle and 
Moses Lake, he said.

The city’s contribution of $75,000, 
combined with the $75,000 from the 
V & V Foundation and another $15,000 
raised by the Vindivich family, covered 
the cost of the project.

Savannah, who talks through a specially-
designed communication keyboard 
device, told her mother that her favor-
ite thing to do at the playground is to 
swing. Her mother laughed and said, 
“The scarier the better.”

Karen added, “My hope is that this play-
ground will provide fun for Savannah 
and other children and also make the 
community’s outlook more accepting of 
people with disabilities.”

Inclusive playground
continued from page 3

evaluation process.

Hampton said he saw inviting classrooms 
fi lled with student work on the walls and 
teachers who gave students time to an-

swer questions, had a rapport with their 
students, “and were passionate about 
teaching.”

continued from page 3
The principals talked about exceptional 
teaching and how in some cases a strategy 
used at the elementary or junior high level 
could be benefi cial in high school and vice 
versa.

“All of these teaching strategies are really 
a K-12 model,” Hampton said. “It’s a 
team approach.”

Russell-Nolan concurred. “Effective in-
struction is effective instruction no matter 
what the grade level. They cross-reference 
each other.”

Smith added, “I think it’s awesome that 
an elementary principal who watches a 
student learn elementary math can come 
to a high school physics class and see how 
it’s all connected.”

The Puyallup High principal planned 
to take a learning walk later that day at 
Edgemont Junior High.

In addition to the obvious benefi t for edu-
cators to witness good teaching practices, 
Bustad highlighted one of the benefi ts of 
the learning walks for students.

“Having the junior high students see 
their high school principal on cam-
pus puts a face with a name and will 
help ease some of their anxiety in the 
transition to high school,” Bustad said. 
“They see he’s a real person and he 
cares about them.”

He added, “I’m so glad we’ve initiated 
the regional model. It will improve stu-
dent learning. I fi rmly believe that.”

Regional Learning Communities

Amy Eveskcige
Chief Academic 
Offi cer

Regional Learning Community #1 Regional Learning Community #2

Lynne Rosellini
Chief Academic 
Offi cer

Regional Learning Community #3

Casey Cox
Chief Academic 
Offi cer

Elementary Schools
Edgerton  
Hunt  
Pope  
Ridgecrest  

Elementary Schools
Brouillet  
Carson  
Firgrove  

Elementary Schools
Fruitland  
Hilltop  
Karshner  
Maplewood  
Meeker  

Puyallup High 
senior picture

“I think it’s awesome that 
an elementary principal 
who watches a student learn 
elementary math can come to a 
high school physics class and 
see how it’s all connected.”

Jason Smith

Shaw Road  
Sunrise  
Wildwood  

Junior High Schools
Ferrucci  Glacier View 

High School
Emerald Ridge

Woodland  
Zeiger  

Junior High Schools
Ballou Stahl 

High School
Rogers

Mt. View  
Northwood  
Spinning  
Stewart  
Waller Road   

Junior High Schools
Aylen Kalles
Edgemont 

High Schools
Puyallup Walker
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Throughout the district, staff and students 
are taking the environment seriously. Stu-
dents at Firgrove Elementary have taken 
matters into their own hands.

Teacher Sara McCormick started a pro-
gram last year that paired third and fi fth 
graders in a schoolwide effort to collect 
recycle baskets fi lled with classroom 
papers and empty them into large bins in a 
central location.

The program was so successful that the 
school decided to continue and expand the 
concept this year.

To help inform their classmates about the 
recycling program last year, the third and 
fi fth graders visited each classroom to 
discuss with their peers the need for recy-
cling and environmental responsibility.

“It’s a good leadership piece,” McCor-
mick said. “I think they’ve done really 
well.”

During the presentation, students read 
from a script designed to explain the 
benefi ts of recycling, the proper steps to 
recycle, and the effects on the environ-
ment. One line in the script explains how 
the more than 800 students at Firgrove use 

many materials that can be recycled.

“We want to change how Firgrove takes 
care of where we live, work, and play,” 

taking part in the program last year, said 
recycling is important. Not doing so, she 
said, can lead to negative consequences.

“If we don’t, it could pollute our air and 
kill our trees,” she said.

Smith’s classmate, Becky Gibson, said by 
showing others how to properly recycle, 
students can take what they’ve learned 
home to share with their families.

“We’re doing it so people can get the hang 
of it,” she said.

The collection of classroom recycle 
baskets is already under way this fall. Ad-
ditionally, McCormick took students on a 
fi eld trip last month to the nearby Hidden 
Valley Transfer Station and Recycling 
Center. Students got a fi rsthand look at 
how materials are collected, sorted, and 
reused.

Putting students in charge of their own 
recycling efforts offers several benefi ts 
besides simply reducing trash, she said.

“They love it. It’s a responsibility,” Mc-
Cormick said. “It builds community skills, 
it builds leadership skills, and it builds 
time and space management skills.”

Sixth grader Jazmin Chavez empties recyclable materials into large 
bins outside Firgrove Elementary as part of a schoolwide recycling 
program.

Firgrove students show how easy it is being green

Students across the Puyallup School Dis-
trict are learning about environmental re-
sponsibility and participating in conserva-
tion and recycling programs. Meanwhile, 
district staff members are doing their part 
by designing schools that enhance student 
learning while making better use of natural 
resources.

A recent initiative calls for the district to 
focus on energy effi ciency and environ-
mental awareness. The goal is part of the 
Strategic Directions, a set of guidelines 
approved by the school board that help 
shape policies throughout the district. 

Strategic Direction 4 states, “We will be 
accountable to stakeholders.” Encom-
passed in that direction is a series of goals 
including one focused on improving ef-
fi ciency and safety. 

The district added to this goal this year by 
designating an effort to “identify prac-
tices that have the potential to reduce the 
district’s carbon footprint and improve our 
stewardship of natural resources.”

A carbon footprint is a measure of the 
impact human activity has placed on the 
environment through the release of carbon 
dioxide, a chemical compound thought to 
contribute to global climate change.

Schools built as part of the 2004 school 
bond — Carson and Edgerton elemen-
tary schools, Glacier View Junior High, 
and the replacement of Aylen and Kalles 
junior high schools — all incorporate 
features aimed at high energy effi ciency, 
said Rudy Fyles, executive director of 
facilities.

Fyles said one of the biggest features 
at these schools is an energy-effi cient 
ventilation system that is radically differ-
ent than those typically found in offi ce 
buildings.

Rather than repeatedly recycling interior 
air with a small percentage of fresh air like 
the traditional method, this new system 
has a cleaner approach. 

“It brings in nearly 100 percent fresh air 
while maintaining even temperatures in 
schools,” Fyles said. “It can help stimu-
late student learning and attentiveness by 
constantly introducing fresh, oxygen-rich 
air into the classroom.”

The district’s 33 schools are regularly 
monitored to ensure energy consump-
tion is controlled 24 hours a day, Fyles 
said. Each school’s energy usage can be 
recorded to create a detailed history. By 
using this data, Fyles said, the district 
can take a proactive approach and predict 
when a school might need more energy, 
such as a warm day that requires addi-
tional cooling.

The district also reduces the amount of 
heating and cooling that takes place dur-
ing the evening when school buildings are 
unoccupied. The computer-controlled pro-
cess, known as nightly setbacks, is similar 
to the “sleep” or “away” settings found 
on many home thermostats. The setbacks 
greatly increase energy effi ciency by 
reducing the amount of heating or cooling 
when buildings are empty, Fyles said.

“We have standards in place so we don’t 
heat too much or cool too much,” he added.

The construction projects included in 
the proposed 2009 school bond and 
capital levy, which goes before voters 
on March 10, 2009, are also designed 
with environmental responsibility in 
mind, Fyles added.

The 2004 bond projects were created using 
the Washington State High Performance 
School Building standards — a set of 
guidelines for building effi cient schools. 
Collecting recyclable materials and reduc-
ing water usage are included in those 
recommendations.

“The state is pretty proactive in this ef-
fort to build environmentally friendly 
schools,” Fyles said.

Classrooms have been designed to allow 
for more natural light, reducing the need 
for artifi cial lighting. Teachers also have 
more control over illumination in the room 
thanks to a series of switches that control 
groups of lights.

Recycling programs are also in place in 
schools and district offi ces in an effort to 
reuse materials. Several district publica-
tions are being published online this year 
instead of in print, for example, which 
saves paper and reduces cost.

The initiative is a refl ection of years of 
dedication to energy effi ciency and envi-
ronmentally-friendly practices, Fyles said.

Energy conservation, recyling part of ‘green’ efforts 

Carson Elementary teacher Kim Moorhead presents a lesson in her 
fi rst-grade classroom. The school, which opened last year, makes 
use of energy-effi cient designs such as natural light and an advanced 
ventilation system.

School district 
fi nancing
continued from page 7

While major projects such as new 
school construction and renovation 
work may receive some state assis-
tance, that funding only occurs when 
local bonds and levies are approved, 
said Executive Director of Facilities 
Rudy Fyles.
 
The state uses what are called match-
ing funds, Fyles said. How much 
money a school district receives is 
based on a complex formula that is 
based partly on the local tax contribu-
tion.

“The school district must have local 
support in place, such as with bonds 
and levies, before we are eligible 
to receive any state-level matching 
funds,” Fyles said.

The state determines its contribu-
tions based on factors such as student 
enrollment and square footage per 
student. 

Actual construction costs are typi-
cally much higher than the state’s es-
timates; therefore, state match funds 
make up a smaller percentage of the 
total funding, Fyles said.

When new homes are built, the 
district receives impact fees from 
developers designed to help offset the 
costs of providing additional student 
learning as more families move into 
the area. The fees can only be used to 
provide for new students.

Jurisdictions such as Pierce County 
and the cities of Puyallup, Fife, and 
Edgewood determine the impact fees, 
said Brian Devereux, administrator 
of facilities planning. The district esti-
mates that less than a third of the cost 
for new student funding comes from 
state match and impact fees.

“The district has worked diligently 
to meet the unfunded needs of hous-
ing for current and future students,” 
Devereux added.

another line from the script reads. “We’re 
kids, but we can make a big difference.”

Sixth grader Breana Smith, who started 
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For the sixth consecutive year, the Puyal-
lup School District has received a clean 
state audit report.

The Washington State Auditor’s Offi ce re-
cently released its fi nancial review of how 
this district received and spent its money 
in the 2007-08 school year.

Auditors concluded that Puyallup has 
sound fi nancial practices and complies 
“with state laws and regulations and its 
own policies and procedures” to protect 
the interests of taxpayers.

The string of six audit reports with no 
fi ndings is not only commendable, “it’s 
rare,” said Mark Rapozo, audit manager 
in Pierce County.

“This is a testament to the dedication 
and quality of the people working for the 
district,” Rapozo said.

He specifi cally commended the work of 
Judy Jackson, administrator of food and 
nutrition services. Jackson oversees a 
program that served more than 100,000 
breakfasts and 2.2 million lunches last 
year.

“I am impressed with her level of in-
volvement and the intentionality of the 
food service program,” Rapozo said. 
“She’s really on top of it.”
 
State auditors spent about three months in 
Puyallup reviewing the district’s fi nances. 

The Auditor’s Offi ce conducts an annual 
fi nancial review of each school district in 
the state.

In a report dated July 30, state 
Auditor Brian Sonntag wrote 
that this year’s audit focused 
on “specifi c areas that have po-
tential for abuse and misuse of 
public resources.” These include 
cash receipting and revenues, 
fund-raising, donations, special 
education reporting, long-term 
debt, and compliance with open 
public meeting laws. 

Auditors also reviewed how 
well the district — the ninth 
largest in the state — records 
daily enrollment and the number 
of students who ride bus.

Attention to detail is critical, 
as evidenced in the reporting 
of transportation records. More 
than half of the nearly 22,000 
students in this district ride the 
bus to and from school each day.

Drivers spend a week in fall 
documenting the number of 
children who board the bus, 
the number of stops made on a 
bus route, and other identifi ers 
requested by the state.

Gathering the information and 
compiling it into a compre-
hensive report for the state is a 
monumental task, said Debra 

Aungst, assistant superintendent of educa-
tion support.

 Last year alone, the district recorded stu
dent riders at 3,981 bus stops.

“That’s a huge ridership,” Aungst said. 
“Having a clean audit tells me that our 
processes and procedures are very tight 
and we take seriously our responsibility 
for tracking data and reporting it accu-
rately to our stakeholders.”

Accountability to stakeholders is one of 
the school board’s four strategic direc-

tions. More specifi cally, directors have set
a goal to “examine district practices for 
improved effi ciency and safety.”

One way Puyallup is proactive in examin-
ing its district practices, Aungst said, is by 
doing its own annual audit of fi nances. The 
state does not require an internal audit, nor 
does every school district in the state do 
so. Much like the state’s audit, the internal 
audit hones in on different areas of the 
district’s fi nances on a rotational basis.

“We have a whole system that is highly 
responsible and takes seriously its fi du-
ciary responsibilities,” Aungst said. “This 
latest clean audit isn’t by accident, and it 
takes a whole system of people to do it.”

District gets clean state audit for sixth straight year

They’re the essential tools and equipment 
for education, but for many students, 
school supplies are fi nancially out of 
reach. From pencils to book bags, local 
businesses, community organizations, and 
private residents are helping those in need.

The Puyallup School District, in partner-
ship with Communities In Schools (CIS) 
of Puyallup, has worked to organize 
school supply drives at the start of the 
year. The goal is to ensure that students 
across the district have access to vital 
learning tools.

This year, despite diffi cult economic 
times, donations have poured in from 
around the district, said Chris Loftis, 
executive director of CIS of Puyallup. 
Thousands of school supplies have been 
distributed to students as a result.

In addition to yearly mainstays such as 
Top Food & Drug, Boeing Employees 
Credit Union, and the Puyallup Lions 
Club, school groups such as Edgemont 
Junior High’s Digitools class have do-
nated items such as book bags and other 
supplies.

“These school supplies are so important 
for student learning, and we want to make 
sure students do not feel excluded because 
of fi nancial constraints,” Loftis said.

CIS of Puyallup continued a partnership it 
began last year with the South Hill Mall. 
Donation drop boxes were placed inside 
the mall at various locations including Of-
fi ce Max and the center court.

To help draw attention to the effort, a 
school bus was placed outside the Target 
parking lot throughout August. At the end 
of the month, donations were loaded onto 
the bus and added to other school supply 
collections.

The bus, decorated with CIS of Puyal-
lup logos and banners, was donated by 
the Puyallup School District after being 
identifi ed as surplus. After its month-long 
stay at the South Hill Mall, the bus was re-

located down the hill at the Puyallup Fair 
and Events Center. There, it became part 
of a performance stage during the 17 days 
of the Puyallup Fair.

In all, CIS of Puyallup collected thou-
sands of dollars worth of school supplies 
through various drives and donations.

Brenda Shaw, of the Puyallup Lions, esti-
mated the group donated more than 4,000 
items, including nearly 2,000 notebooks, 
840 composition books, 700 pens, and 488 
pencils.

Top Food & Drug and the Boeing Em-
ployees Credit Union (BECU) on South 
Hill also teamed up to donate items to the 
Puyallup School District.

“Between Top Foods and BECU, we have 
donated close to $3,000 worth of sup-
plies,” said Top Food & Drug manager 
Ron Bashaw.

Loftis said CIS of Puyallup worked with 

school counselors to identify students with 
specifi c needs.

“That’s really the best way to do it 
because the counselors are far more 
knowledgeable about the students at their 
respective schools and can help us iden-
tify students in need of these supplies,” 
Loftis said. 

Donated supplies were also distributed 
throughout the district to students iden-
tifi ed through free and reduced-price 
lunch applications and staff or parent 
referrals.

“CIS performs such a great service to 
schools in the Puyallup School District,” 
said Cheryl Larson, a counselor at Waller 
Road Elementary. “Each year some stu-
dents come to school on the fi rst day eager 
to learn, but without the necessary school 
supplies. With donations gathered and 
delivered by CIS, these students can get 
the needed supplies now and throughout 
the school year.”

School supply drives help students districtwide

Volunteer Robin Rathbun helps unload thousands of school supplies 
donated to Communities in Schools (CIS) of Puyallup. Behind him is 
volunteer John Budzak, Sr. 

Seventy Puyallup School District 
students have been selected to receive 
awards in the annual Elizabeth Wesley 
Youth Merit Incentive Award Program.

The students make up more than 
a third of the 201 student scholars 
throughout Pierce County who were 
recognized by the Tacoma Urban 
League on September 20. 

The Puyallup School Board also 
celebrated the students’ success at its 
September 22 meeting. The student 
honorees each received a certifi cate of 
recognition.

“We are there for you, and we are 
very, very proud of you,” said Gerald 
Denman, executive director of diver-
sity affairs. “May the wind be at your 

back.”

The Elizabeth 
Wesley Youth 
Merit Incentive 
Award Program 
was created to 
recognize and 
honor African-
American youth 
in grades nine 
through 11 for 

academic excellence, community in-
volvement, and good citizenship.

The awards program is named for 
Elizabeth Wesley, a civic leader active 
in the founding of the Tacoma Urban 
League. Each of the student winners 
receives $350.

This year’s honorees represent 10 dif-
ferent junior high and high schools in 
the Puyallup School District. Photos 
and names of the winners are
posted on the district Web site at www.
puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the Home
page under District Headlines, click 
More District News.

Elizabeth Wesley 
winners honored

Fruitland Elementary students board the 
morning school bus. More than half of the 
nearly 22,000 students in the district ride 
the bus to and from school each day. 

“We have a whole system 
that is highly responsible and 
takes seriously its fi duciary 
responsibilities.” 

Debra Aungst


